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PRESS RELEASE 

Private Sector Commission Engages Alliance for Change in Discussions on General and 

Regional Elections and Development Strategy 

The Private Sector Commission (PSC) is holding a series of meetings, in particular, regarding the 

pending General and Regional Elections scheduled to be held this year, with established political 

parties, the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM), and the international diplomatic community 

to discuss general areas of representation respecting the development of our country. 

As part of this engagement, the Private Sector Commission (PSC) met with the Alliance for 

Change (AFC) yesterday (January 16th, 2025). The AFC was represented by the leader of the party, 

Mr. Nigel Hughes and a full delegation of other senior party executives. The PSC, in its 

introductory remarks emphasized that the primary purpose of these meetings was to share 

information and exchange an understanding of positions which will ensure the holding of free, fair 

and transparent elections.  

The AFC delegation was informed that the Commission had recently met with the Chairman and 

Chief Executive Officer of GECOM, and that the Commission is confident that GECOM is fully 

prepared and ready to conduct and deliver free, fair and transparent elections when called upon to 

do so as required under the Constitution.  

The leader of the AFC, Mr. Nigel Hughes, presented broad-ranging positions of his party with 

regard to its priorities and requirements for the political and economic development of the country, 

urging a long- term economic development planning and the establishment of a State Planning 

Commission. Mr. Hughes further expressed his party’s firm commitment to the defense and 

protection of Guyana’s territorial integrity, calling for the establishment of a permanent body 

inclusive of all political parties.  

Mr. Hughes said that his party could not agree with the PSC’s position with regard to GECOM 

and that his party has a complete lack of confidence in GECOM and the Chairman of GECOM, 

detailing their reservations in this regard. When, however, questioned, Mr. Hughes said that the 

AFC had not yet held a meeting with GECOM to discuss its position and was scheduled to do so 

in the near future.  

Mr. Hughes made the point that the AFC had no representation on GECOM. He additionally raised 

the subject of the use of biometrics for the purpose of the elections as a means of identification on 

voting day at the place of polling, and advanced his party’s demand for a complete national 

biometric review of the National Register of Registrants (NRR) involving house to house 

registration.  
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Both the PSC and AFC agreed that biometrics is not a constitutional requirement for voting. The 

facts are that biometrics registration is mandatory, and that every person’s biometrics are recorded 

during the registration process, and on completion of the process, the database is scanned and 

checked internationally for any error and rectified if necessary. There is, therefore, no requirement 

nor need for biometrics as a means of identification on voting day at the place of polling.  

The PSC thanks the AFC for meeting with the Commission and looks forward to a further 

engagement after the AFC has met with GECOM.  

The Commission remains committed to promoting dialogue among all of the political parties, civil 

society, the international community, and stakeholders to support and advance the democratic 

process, adherence to the rule of law and the sustainable development of Guyana. The PSC remains 

resolute in working with all political parties and stakeholders to ensure that the General and 

Regional Elections are held in a timely in keeping with the constitution.  

 

END RELEASE 

 

http://www.psc.gy/
mailto:pscentre2@yahoo.com

