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The Upper Corentyne Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

Press Release 

The Upper Corentyne Chamber of Commerce is justifiably perturbed by the decision of the 
Surinamese authorities, who have sovereign rights over the Corentyne River, to impose maritime 
fees for vessels using the waterway. The outcome of the decision will undoubtedly have a 
crushing impact on the livelihood of those who are solely dependent on the river for transporting 
vital commodities such as sand, loam, and timber to suppliers to generate revenue for their daily 
sustenance.  

Communities along the river, including Orealla and Siparuta, will feel the full brunt of this 
draconian policy, since the additional cost of doing business will be passed on to purchasers, 
making the business operations less competitive in the open market. This certainly will have a 
deleterious effect on the local economy with catastrophic repercussions.  

The problem is exacerbated by reports that some operators are required to pay as much as 
US2,500 per trip for what has been classified as pilot licence.  Additionally, broker charges range 
from US1,000 – US1,500, an amount that is regarded as exorbitant, extortionate, and 
unaffordable, far beyond the ability of the river users to pay.  

Under these dire circumstances, it is commendable that President Dr. Irfaan Alli, recognizing the 
imminent threat to the wellbeing of the Guyanese river users, communicated his concern to the 
Surinamese officials with the hope that the matter can be resolved amicably with the aim of 
having the decision revoked or modified to mitigate the financial strain that comes with the 
policy. He further emphasized that Surinamese are allowed to carry on their business in Guyana 
with no statutory restraint. His concern is respectfully shared by the Suriname-Guyana Chamber 
of Commerce which is advocating that the issue be addressed through diplomatic channels that 
will serve to enrich bilateral and reciprocal relations. 

Additionally, the Upper Corentyne Chamber of Commerce is not reticent on the matter. Vice 
President, Mr. Krishnand Jaichand, has reached out to the Private Sector Commission for its 
involvement to bring closure to the current predicament.  

This unfortunate development has once again reignited the call and determination to expedite the 
completion of the road linking Crabwood Creek and Orealla. This would obviate the need to 
become totally dependent on Surinamese discretion and approval. The road will be ours to use 
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freely. We recognize that this will take time. Therefore, without delay, priority should be given to 
reversing the existing river users’ policy. 
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