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10" February, 2025
PRESS STATEMENT

Private Sector Commission meets with A New and United Guyana

The Private Sector Commission (PSC) met with A New and United Guyana (ANUG) on February
6, 2025, as part of a continuing series of meetings being held with established political parties, the
International Diplomatic Community, and the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) regarding

the pending General and Regional Elections.

A New and United Guyana was represented by the Chairman of the party, Dr. Mark France, along
with other members of the party’s Executive. The Chairman of the Private Sector Commission,
Mr. Komal Singh, in his welcoming remarks, stated that the principal objective of these meetings
was to exchange information and understand the positions held by political parties concerning the

conduct of free, fair, and transparent elections.

The PSC and ANUG acknowledged that while they are open to discussion and exploration of the
introduction of biometrics as a means of voter identification on election day, there is not enough
time to properly procure and implement such a system before the upcoming elections. As a result,
they do not support any measure that would delay the elections beyond the timeframe defined by

the Constitution.

The Chairman of the Governance & Security Committee of the PSC, Captain Gerald Gouveia Jr.,
emphasized that while the Commission fully supports any process that ultimately enhances public
confidence in the electoral process, it pointed out that biometric registration is already mandatory,
with every person’s biometric data recorded during the registration process and reviewed
internationally for accuracy. He further underlined that any process which would disenfranchise

the right of any Guyanese to vote must be avoided.
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Both ANUG and the PSC expressed their support for GECOM’s commitment to ensuring free,
fair, and timely elections. ANUG was of the view that GECOM’s current system is capable of
delivering this outcome, a position that the PSC also supports. Additionally, both organizations
welcomed GECOM’s efforts to sanitize the National Register of Registrants (NRR) and its

arrangements to upload the Statements of Poll (SoPs) on a secure digital platform.

Discussions were also held on matters of national development, with ANUG expressing support
for the National Budget and the opportunities being afforded to citizens and the private sector. The
party also voiced its support for the Gas-to-Energy Project, which the PSC agreed will secure
Guyana’s energy future and propel the country's manufacturing sector. Other mutual areas of
interest, including occupational health and safety, advancing local content, and eliminating illicit

trade, were also discussed.

The Private Sector Commission remains committed to meeting with all established political parties
contesting the elections, understanding their positions on the administration and governance of the

electoral process, and sharing its dedication to the conduct of free, fair, and transparent elections.

END RELEASE
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